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“Not seeing what’s there: the junk Keying as a much needed gap in 
the record” 

Wednesday • 9 April, 2014 
 

In December 1846 a traditional Chinese junk, with a mixed British and Chinese crew, left Hong Kong and 

sailed non-stop to St Helena and onwards via New York and Boston to London, where it arrived in spring 

1848.  

 

This was the first ever voyage of a Chinese built and rigged vessel to reach the North Atlantic. It is also the 

only ever such voyage. Yet despite that singular achievement, little detail about the voyage, the ship or its 

crew became part of the narrative currency of voyaging history or has even survived. 

 

In this talk, using the research that underpins his recently published book, East sails West: the voyage of the 

Keying 1846-1855, Stephen Davies explores the reasons for this neglect and for the exclusion of the Keying 

from the treasury of historic voyages from the Odyssey to the Titanic.  This is a one-off talk as Dr Davies does 

not give the same talk twice. 

 

The Speaker 

Stephen Davies (BSc(Econ) Wales, MSc (Econ), PhD (London)) comes from a British naval family that has 

been connected with Hong Kong for almost a century. He first arrived in the territory in 1947 when his father 

was Chaplain at HMS Tamar and his uncle, who had spent the war in Stanley internment camp, was with the 

Education Department. He went to Britannia Royal Naval College in 1963 and thereafter served in the Royal 

Navy and Royal Marines.  After leaving the Royal Marines he briefly designed atlases for William Collins & 

Sons in Glasgow and taught sailing and mountaineering in an Outward Bound School in Northern Scotland 

before falling off a cliff and having to be screwed back together. 

 

 
 

At that point he went to university in Wales and London before 

returning to teach political theory at the University of Hong Kong from 

1974 to 1989. Between 1990 and 2004 he and his partner, Elaine 

Morgan, sailed 50,000 miles visiting 27 countries in their 38’ sailing 

sloop Fiddler’s Green II in many of the waters the Keying traversed. 

 

Stephen Davies opened Hong Kong’s young maritime museum in 

Murray House, Stanley as its first Museum Director in 2005 and spent 

until his retirement in July 2013 working to find it a new, larger and 

more central location, getting government and donor funding, building 

the collection and library, and creating the gallery storylines. 

 

 

 

 

 

He has now returned to the University of Hong Kong where he is an Honorary Fellow of the Hong Kong 

Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences. 

 

His book Coasting Past: The last of South China coastal trading junks photographed by William Heering was 

published by the Hong Kong Maritime Museum in February 2013. His book East sails west: the voyage of the 

Keying, 1846-1855 was published by Hong Kong University Press early this year. He is at present writing the 

history of the Mariners’ Club, Tsim Sha Tsui. 

 

Speaker : Dr Stephen Davies 

Date/Time: Wednesday, 9 April 2014. Reception opens 6 pm, talk starts 6.30 pm. 

Venue: Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Admission: Members $75; Non-members / Guests $125. 



Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door. 
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