
Before the end of the training and racing seasons, our squad endure many events in 

and out of Hong Kong. At the same time, more racers join our Dragons to make it a 

full fleet !  

Over the past few month the sailing centre and HHYC have been busy negotiating 

with SLAM a partnership to support all the Sailing Centre. On June 12th during the 

HHYC 50th Anniversary regatta prize giving, our Commodore Dave Campbell con-

firmed the launch of a 2 years sponsorship. Our centre will now become the only 

SLAM Sailing Centre in Hong Kong. 

Starting September our team will be fully equipped by SLAM from head to toes. 

Watch out for our next group picture ! 

June also mark the end of our training and on behalf of the sailing centre, we wish 

all our sailors some nice holidays and we look forward to see you again on the water 

in September. Check the agenda as it will be certainly the busiest month of the year with no more than 3 regattas ! 

Club Championship 2013 

 

On May 12th, HHYC organized its traditional Optimist Club 

Championship. 13 sailors braved the foggy and windless 

weather in the port Shelter waters. It was nice to see so many 

new faces and for most of them, their first race. One could see 

their face during the skipper briefing and the explanation of 

the Inner Loop Trapezoid course….. Where are we supposed 

to sail…… 

 

Thanks to the club, most of the parents have been invited to board the Frazer Doig to enjoy a nice social gathering while watch-

ing the race. 

 

This championship consists of 3 races in one day with a break for lunch on the committee 

boat. Unfortunately, due to the lack of wind, we spend most of our time having fun in and 

out of the water, jumping, swimming and eating. Most of the action of the day was jump-

ing from the boat, swimming race to Oliver’s boat, a capsize of an Oppie while being 

towed…. 

 

The first race was shortened and saw a clear victory from Oliver. Funny enough, Simon (Oliver’s father) 

told him before the race to follow the leaders. Since there was no leader, he was struggling to find the fol-

lowing marks ! Well done Oliver for your first race ! Second was Arthur followed by Timothee. 

 

In the second race, wind picked up a bit and a full race has been done. Arthur lead the fleet followed by 

Zoe, Timothee and Oliver. The rest of the fleet struggled to find some wind and Alfred had to call the race 

off and finish all the participants on the water. 

 

Despite having sailed only two races, Arthur won the championship, 

runner up Oliver and in third position Timothee. 

 

Well done everyone as it was not easy with a force 0 wind ! Thanks for 

all the parents who prepared a nice lunch and wine ! Could that be the 

highlight of the day. ? 

OPTIMIST SQUAD NEWS 

50th Anniversary boat pageant 

On May 17th, HHYC kicked off his 50th anniversary celebra-

tions with a massive boat pageant held in the vicinity of Port 

Shelter. Despite the poor weather, 40 plus boats all dressed up 

with their battle flags, navigate between two round buoys. 

While all the keel boats had no sails (only flags), our full team 

were wearing their full gears. The highlight of the pageant was 

being surrounded by a helicopter for more than 20 minutes. 

Each boat, each fleet, each member have been shot from the 

sky ! All the children (as well as parents) were amazed and 

happy to celebrate this memorable date ! See you in 50 years 

for another parade surrounded by a space ship ! 

Pictures are courtesy of Mark French (the photographer) and available for purchase at http://

markfrench.photoshelter.com/gallery-list . 

Dragon New racers: 

 

Our team is growing… as well as these pages ! Over the past few weeks, Alfred has been busy recruiting some new racers to 

defend our Club. Arthur, Timothee, Zoe, Nathan (aka the Dragons) are very pleased to welcome 5 new motivated racers in the 

team A which make a total of 9 sailors. 

In parallel, Alfred is building our new generation with our Team B team for the youngest. 

Alan Chan (Sail HKG 308)  

 

I am eight years old, I study 

at Christian Alliance Interna-

tional School. Two and a half 

years ago, my mother inspired 

me to go sailing. I did as she 

asked and  found out that sail-

ing was great fun.  

Iin March 2013, happily I got 

picked by Alfred to be the 

race team that’s how I ended 

up here.  

 

Alan has a reputation of always being willing to participate in 

any races, even if the weather is not on his side ! He is brave 

willing to try and loves to win. 

Jasmine Scholer (Sail HKG 302):  

I am 10 years old and later this year, I will 

study at ICHK (International College Hong 

Kong). I am a mix of Swiss and Filipino 

born in Thailand. I first experienced sailing 

at the age of 7 in the Philippines! I thought 

sailing seemed fun, so at the age of 8 I de-

cided to do it in Hong Kong. I first tried Wet

-Feet and then After School sailing. I did not 

realize that I would go this far to join the 

optimist racing squad. My favorite part of 

being in the racing squad is about enjoying it 

and having fun with other group members. I 

try to balance sailing with surfing, football, 

skiing, swimming and homework I seem to have managed 

them all in the last 1.5 years I am very happy I have Alfred as 

my coach. He has taught me lots and he is very funny, 

friendly, caring and fun to communicate with! 

Nicolle Scholer (Sail HKG 300):     

I am 10 years old and I am a mix of 

Swiss and Filipino and I was born in 

Thailand. I have a twin sister who sails 

with me as well. I live in Hong Lok 

Yuen and go to school there. Later this 

year, I will transfer to Hong Kong Inter-

national College. I started sailing when I 

was 7 when my dad took me to a beauti-

ful bay at an island in the Philippines 

with the strongest wind I’ve ever experi-

enced. However, I only started sailing at 

Hebe at the age of 8 when I was enrolled 

in the After School sailing club. A few 

years later I went to the Eastern sailing camp for race training. 

That was when I got invited to join the team, Right now I en-

joy sailing a lot at Hebe and I really love to have Alfred as my 

coach. I hope to continue sailing for the rest of my life and 

become a great sailor when I grow up. 

Amy Pyle (HKG 309):  

 

I am 13 years old, British born in HK 

 

Like my little brother, I started sailing about 3 years ago in the Hebe Summer Camps and really liked it. I am 

still not convinced I like the sailing regattas, but I have decided to give it a go. I have been in 2 now and didn't 

totally disgrace myself. 

 

Best sailing experience: Sailing with some of  the Philippine Youth Squad members in Puerta Galera 

 

Fun Memory: Taking my mum out in a Bahia with Oliver at the Hebe Fun day in March. We were ooching and 

she was petrified and screaming. 

Oliver Pyle (Sail HKG 307):  

I am 10 years old, British and born 

in HK. I started sailing about 3 

years ago at the Hebe Summer Ad-

venture camps and really enjoyed 

the sailing. Then I signed up for the 

pure sailing, won sailor of the week, 

the club championship and got 

hooked. 

Ambition : To beat Calum Gregor. 

Winning is Everything! 

Best sailing experience: Puerta 

Galera in the Phillipines during 

CNY. The wind was awesome ! 

Worst sailing experience: Port Shelter with no wind! 

Fun Memory: Flipping off the doughnut with Alfred 

http://markfrench.photoshelter.com/gallery-list
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OPTIMIST SQUAD NEWS 

Macau International Regatta 2013 

The 3rd Week End of June is regarded as one of the most anticipated one from our sailors and their parents. It is time to pack the 

Picos, safety boats in a 40 feet container en route to Macau. 

The Macau event is a regatta between 4 clubs, ABC, RHKYC, HHYC and AVM (Macau). It consists of 4-5 races at the front of 

the Westin Resort with Picos, Lasers, Toppaz, RS Feva and 3 Stratos for the adults. 

HHYC was certainly the strongest fleet this time (we could see that with the number of white SLAM T-Shirt worn by all the 

sailors, parents and siblings). Rob, our race officer was in charge of setting the course off the water on the first day...... and 

make the hard decision to postpone the 1st race due to the T3. Around 11AM, it was time to 

launch the boats and faced the reality of a very strong wind and some huge waves up to 2 me-

ters. Most of the 30 boats reached the starting line with diffi-

culties. After some capsizes, broken masts, sunken pico, ex-

treme surfing, few screams, Rob made the right decision to 

only do 1 race on Saturday due to the strong swell. A rumor 

told me that it was hard to stand on the committee boat and few assistants were not feeling well 

at all. The sailors were having fun in the waves despite a certain dan-

ger but some were happy to enjoy the rest of the day in the swimming 

pool  before joining a giant BBQ a the restaurant nearby. 

 

Day 2 saw a beautiful sunshine and perfect wind and sea for a great race. Rob make it clear enough to 

race 4 races so we were all on the water at 10 AM. 

Waves were much smaller and the wind was steady despite few gusts and 5 mns of heavy rain in the 

last race. The Stratos were even allowed to fly their spinnakers. All the races were short in order to 

complete as many as possible. Lunch was served on board between the races and we were all back on 

shore to pack up everything.  

 

The day was concluded by the prize giving where Hebe Haven team (all boats) were 

awarded for their 1st and 2nd prize in the RS Feva James Johston and Zachary Blacker, An-

tonio Franco and Timothee B. Lacouture, 1st place in Laser for Shona Mihan, 1st place in Picos for Lily Mae and Jas-

mine Scholler, 1st place in Laser Stratos (Adults),  Sam cook (helm), Alan Chan, Franck Bruwer, Gregoire B. Lacou-

ture).  

 

Aside from the race itself, our sailors had a lot of fun and few fun facts were recorded: 

 Nicolle was knocked over board on the last race on Sunday & Arthur said she had not enough time to hit the boom back. I 

think this could be well the origin of the name boom for boom on head. She is fine, took all the pain, blister, bruised foot, 

rushes on her and she could almost crossed the finishing line by swimming. Well done Nicolle for all your perseverance ! 

 Arthur: “I’ve lost my hat but found another one in the water !” I think this could be Timothee’s one who lost it as well 

 Zoe and Mady: “This race was a terrified fun !” While on the top of each wave, we could hear some screams and see the 

boat pitch bowling in the wave.  

 Iain: “I fixed the Go-Pro on my boat on the first day but forgot to switch it on !, anyway it did not 

matter as I lost my mast 5 mns after the start !” 

 Zach: “We did so many bad starts but we managed to take over everyone to arrive first” 

 Alfred during the clean up to all the sailors: “We came with 6 Picos, we must leave with 6 Picos, 6 

Masts, 6 Sails, 6 rudders, 6 floating devices….” 

 Oliver and Jerome (Parents): “ We park in the wrong carpark at the Macau Ferry Pier end end up 

paying $ 1,000 for the Week End !” 

Congratulation to all of you and thank you to all the organizers for this wonderful week-end. See you next year. ! 

 
Looking ahead: 

This summer our team will take a break from all the regattas. Training every Saturday will carry on for those who are not travel-

ling. For the others, we look forward to see you again. Should you are lucky enough to sail outside of Hong Kong, please send 

us a picture of you on your “other boat”. 

September will be busy for our sailor with some regattas every weekend starting Sept 7/8 at ABC followed by Sept 14/15 at 

RHKYC to finish in Port Shelter with the HKSF International Open Dinghy Regatta on Sept. 21/22 Gregoire Bourrut Lacouture 

HKSF Festival of Sport Bank of China Race 2013 

With only few days rest after the HHYC 50th Anniversary Race, our racers were back to Port Shelter for another HKODA race. 

(One of the 5 compulsory race). When the Amber signal and heavy rain, one really wonder whether the 50 boats would take the 

start line. Timothee, Alan, Solcha (Team B), Hannah (Team B) were brave enough to face mother nature, to struggle between 

the waves, the competitors, their boat filled with rain water and a lack of visibility. 2 races later, Timothee was proud to have 

ended this wet day while the others preferred to take a safer place around Alfred's safety boat ! 

Day 2 was much better with some steady wind and most of the fleet on the water. As usual with each optimist races, there is a 

chaotic start with all the sailors shouting "Starboard" (ie right of way), trying to be as close as possible to the starting line. Some-

times, they are too close and without noticing, they go over it. Unfortunately this happened to a lot of sailors in the 3rd race. 

Next time, Timothee, Zoe, Amy should pay extra attention not to get an OCS ! 

This race proved to be challenging but Alfred was so happy to see his young sailors in such conditions and one of the first big 

event for Alan, Amy and Oliver. Well done as well for Team B, Socha and Hannah for finish most of the races. It is a big step 

for your as your focus is getting better. 

A special note on the HHYC Laser fleet with the 3rd place to William Chan, 7th place for Shona Mihan and a 12th position for 

Rico Se who just joined the Laser fleet after being with the Dragons. 

HHYC 50th Anniversary race 2013 

After having 3 months of non stop raining, June 1st was the first perfect day for sailing ! Beautiful blue sky, nice wind, and 

around 85 boats on the water including 14 HHYC optimist sailors, 5 Picos, 4 Laser Bahia and 5 Lasers. 

Our team was in full shape for the big one. For some, it was the first time they could compete against the HK best sailors and 

managed very well these two days by finishing in the first 30th position for most of them.  

 

Arthur, Zoe ,Amy, Oliver and Nicole sailed very well, having good starts and top 15 around the top 

mark and then end up losing in the in the downwind leg. 

 

Fun fact: A boat crash at the top mark in the second race 

involving Timothee (at the 5th position) stuck on the mark 

and loosing places after places…. Poor him, he was stuck 

behind the mark and could not get the wind back ! 

Alan: During a race he capsized and lost his lunch. Alfred 

gave him another and capsized and lost it again. At the end Arthur had to share lunch 

with him. 

Congratulation to Arthur for finishing 16th overall. This will give him a chance to join the HK Elite team in the National High 

Performance Camp ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the other HHYC fleet, on Laser, Jess Mihan finished 2nd followed by her sister Shona and Ian Duncan in 10th position. Ba-

hia did a good performance in the Division A with a 2nd (Kam Wai Hung/Kelvin Lau) and a 4th position overall (Juliet Ashton/

Frances Hurley). A big thank you to Kevin Lewis from ABC for sharing some pictures of the race. 

HKODA: Hong Kong Optimist Dinghy Association: 

 

Coming events for the HKODA ranking will be the following races so mark your calendar. 

 

HKSF International Regatta Sept 20/21st and 22nd in Port Shelter 

ABC Southside Regatta - 30 Nov & 1 Dec 2013 in Middle Island 

HKODA National Championships 7/8 December in Port Shelter 

At the end of June, the new ranking for our sailors is: 

Arthur 11th, Timothee 18th, Zoe 20th, Oliver 23rd, Nathan 30th, Jasmine 36th, Nicole 38th  and Alan 42nd 

Congratulations to all of you and thank you Alfred for training you so well. 


